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The widespread diffusion and utilization of ICTs affords new forms of interaction and exchange to emerge between people on a 
global level. One such social form becoming increasingly popular is network hospitality, which refers visiting or accommodating 
someone, usually a person you do not know in advance, through hospitality exchange networks such as Couchsurfing. In this 
study I present a qualitative study on hospitality exchange in the context of Airbnb form the perspective of the users participating in 
the network as hosts, that is, by offering accommodation for other users of the network for a fee. Airbnb differs from reciprocal type 
of hospitality exchange that Couchsurfing and most of the other existing hospitality exchange networks foster in that the hosts 
determine a price for the accommodation they are offering. I refer to this kind of commodified form of network hospitality as 
monetary network hospitality.  
 
My theoretical framework is drawn on Simmel's theory of social forms, recent sociological literature on the changing modes of 
sociality in the current networked era, prior discussions about hospitality from historical, sociological and anthropological sources, 
and the emerging body of literature on network hospitality. The aim of my study is to increase our understanding of network 
hospitality as a social form and to shed light to the role of money in mediating and structuring the hospitality exchange and the 
social interaction it spurs. In my analysis I will deploy Simmel’s notion of sociability, a play form of sociality that gains its value from 
the interaction itself, as well as his theorization of the effects of money on social relations between individuals, to make sense of 
the sociality monetary network hospitality brings between the parties of the hospitality exchange.  
 
My empirical material consists of eleven semi-structured interviews with Airbnb host. The material was gathered during the 
summer 2013 in Greater Helsinki area. At this time, there was in total around 400 Airbnb hosts in the area. Participants’ age varied 
from 22 to 58. Seven of them were male and five female. The interview material is analyzed with theory-bound qualitative content 
analysis. 
 
My analysis shows that engaging in social interaction with people from around the world is an important motive for participating in 
network hospitality by hosting, also when it offers possibilities for financial gains. My analysis also shows that the hosts want to be 
in control of whom they accept as guests and often try to select guests that are in some way similar to them. My central finding is 
that the inclusion money in the hospitality exchange contributes to the hosts’ sense of control and ease in the exchange. The 
inclusion of money renders to hospitality exchange more structured and formal. However, this does not exclude the possibility for 
sociable interaction between the host and the guest to occur, but, on the contrary, it may in some cases even contribute for 





Avainsanat – Nyckelord – Keywords 
 network hospitality, monetary network hospitality, qualitative research, money, Simmel, sociability, Airbnb !
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